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      Testimonies: Confessions and Professions
Testimonies are an important part 
of the life of the Christian 
Church. The Lord Jesus declared 
to Peter that He would build His 
Church upon a confession or a 
testimony of the truth (that Jesus 
is the Messiah). Do you know how 
other Christians in your life came 
to know the Lord Jesus? As 
Reformed Christians we do not 
often take the time to ÒgiveÓ a 
testimony, but there are times that 
this is abundantly appropriate. In 
this issue of ANGELOS: THE 
MESSENGER, we will see some 
testimonies of how God is 

working in the lives of our 
members. Any one who has 
visited the LA Church in the past 
number of months  knows that 
Jesus Christ is building His 
Church, and the Spirit of God is 
moving among us. We want to 
give Him the praise and the glory 
for what is happening in the life of 
our congregation. 
In 2006 and 2007, the Church 
Revitalization Committee of the 
RPCNA met wi th the LA 
c o n g r e g a t i o n a n d o t h e r 
congregations in the presbytery. 
There was hard work that was 

done; prayers ascended; goals and 
visions began to develop; and 
people began to seek Christ in a 
renewed way. We give thanks to 
God today that the committeeÕs 
work was not in vain. We are 
seeing the the Lord Jesus honor 
that hard work and prayers of His 
people. Jesus Christ truly does 
build His Church- and for that we 
want to testify our thanks for 
GodÕs grace and we want to 
renew our commitment to faithful 
prayer and ministry of the Word 
unto His glory!!

The Ministry 
Magazine
 of the Los 
Angeles 
Reformed 
Presbyterian 
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A Campfire Testimony

Erik and Heather Jensen had the 
privilege at the PaciÞc Coast 
Summer Conference of giving a 
testimony of GodÕs dealings with 
the i r l i ves. Th is  campÞre 
testimony time proved to be a 
great encouragement to many at 
the summer conference. We asked 
Erik and Heather if they would be 
able to summarize what was said 
under stars in the San Bernardino 
Mountains. HereÕs what they had 
to say:!

Over the past year, our family has 
been pressed in many different 
ways. Bringing twins into our 
family has been an amazing 
experience and a huge blessing to 
us. It has  also proved to stretch us 
in unimaginable ways. During 
three months of bed rest and the 
ensuing chaos that two premature 
newborns brought, we were quick 
to rattle off a list of ÒneedsÓ when 

asked. More patience, more 
energy, more money, more hands, 
more diapers, more sleep, more 
time, better communication - to 
name just a few.
At summer conference, Pastor 
Tim McCracken asked us to give 
our testimony about what is 
necessary for the soul of our 
family. At Þrst, it was hard for us 
to decide what was most necessary 
for the soul of our family, but 
when we looked back upon the 
past year, we recalled a common 
denominator in our moments of 
success in dealing with our day-
to-day trials: perspective.
The Apostle Paul writes about 
this need in his letter to the 
Colossians  (Ch. 3, vs. 1-4): ÒIf 
then you have been raised with 
Christ, seek the things that are 
above, where Christ is, seated at 
the right hand of God. Set your 
minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth. 
For you have died, and your life 
is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ who is your life 
appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.Ó 
SpeciÞcally, we believe that what 
is necessary for the soul of our 
family is to maintain a heavenly 
perspective amid the busyness of 

this present life. In particular, it is 
our desire for each member of our 
family to possess an active 
awareness the following:

1. The remarkable holiness of the 
Godhead. 
2. The wretchedness of our sinful 
state.
3. The everlasting glory that 
awaits His elect. 

4. The eternal horror of  the lost.
A t h eo re t i c a l o r abs t r ac t 
knowledge of these spiritual truths 
is not what we need. But rather, it 
is our prayer that we wil l 
appreciate each to be as real and 
present as the very ground upon 
which we walk so that we might 
then be motivated to faithfully 
execute all that the Lord has 
prepared in advance for us to do - 
whether that be changing diapers 
or leading a soul to Christ. !

House Protectors 
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Visit us online at rpcla.org  

This yearÕs  PaciÞc Coast Conference 
was  held at Oak Glen Christian 
Conference Center in Yucaipa, CA. 
Dr. Calvin Troup was the speaker 
and his topic was ÒWe Must Protect 
This House.Ó The attendees  were 
challenged from John 15,  Matthew 
15, I John 4, and James  4. The 
messages were designed to cause 
those in attendance to think about 
their relationship with Jesus  Christ, 
the Church of Christ, and those 
within their own home.!
Many from the LA congregation 
were in attendance and it proved to 
be a time of renewing friendships, 
refreshing spiritual lives, and reviving 
hearts  and minds. There was  even 
some time of intense exercise. For 
example Ð Pastor Eshelman, Lydia 
Eshelman, Erik Jensen, & Pastor 
Hemphill (Seattle) had the blessed 
opportunity to run from a huge 
black bear. Yeah, I know; you donÕt 
runÉbut we had to protect our 
families asleep in the cabin! ;)  
Thankfully the cabin was close!
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Gregory Whitlock met with the Session on August 17, 
2010 to share his  testimony, take the vow of communicant 
membership, and become the newest member of the Los 
Angeles RP Church. The following LordÕs Day Greg was 
publicly received and repeated his  vows to the congregation. 
Elder Pino gave Greg words  of counsel, Elder Ashleigh 
prayed for Greg and his  life amongst us, and Elder Huizing 
presented Greg with a personalized Book of Psalms  for 
Worship. Below is  GregÕs  testimony that he shared with the 
Session. May it encourage you as  we again witness Jesus 
building His Church:!

My testimony is  not special and I should hope it to do 
nothing but point to the love of Christ and His power to 
save a sinner headed for destruction. My will had me in 
chains  my entire life and dragged me around a messy course 
of sin and worldliness. The decree of debt that was  nailed to 
the cross  for this  sinner is  indeed a very large stack. I had 
been adrift in a sea of sin, blown here and there by the wind 
of my own lusts  for the Þrst 24 years of my life, experiencing 
all the destruction and emptiness  that such a life provides. At 
just the right time, the Lord began to draw me in. I began 
dating a girl who had parents  that would be the Þrst real 
Christians I would come in contact with.!

They dragged me with them to a Southern Baptist 
Church and I went as  it was  the only way I was  sure to 
continue dating their daughter. It was  over a course of 8 
months  then that I began to hear the gospel as  it is  in 
scripture. I hated all 8  months  of it. My understanding of 
Christianity to  that point was that it was  a powerless 
outward conformity to a set of rules, a fake smile on Sunday, 
and a club of sorts that provided less  joy than the country 
club membership offered down the road. It was at that 8 
month mark where God decided HeÕd had enough of my 
ignorance of the truth. My girlfriendÕs  Dad confronted me 
with the truth of  the gospel and real Christianity.!

After having asked me if I was  a Christian in light of 
what I now saw Christianity to really be, I began to see that 
I was  still dead in my sins  and doomed for hell. Sobering as 
that moment was  for me, I carried on for another month 
before the Lord brought me to Romans. My girlfriendÕs Dad 
advised me to dig into Romans  and not quit until I 
understood it. Within another month the Lord indeed gave 
me life eternal and faith in our most merciful Savior, Jesus 
Christ. It is  Christ who rescued me from the course of my 
deserved destruction. Jesus came to me, the chiefest of 
sinners, and rescued me.!

Beginning to grow in the Lord and being discipled by 
elders  from my church back home, I became somewhat 
certain of a call into ministry. It was  roughly 6 months  after 
my conversion that I was extremely torn between joining the 
military and heading off to be trained and equipped for 
ministry. Elders  and pastors  in my church urged me that I 
ought to go towards being equipped for ministry. Still unsure 

of the calling I remained in prayer and asked the Lord to 
make the decision a bit easier for me. One of the elders  saw 
in me a passion and desire to comfort and counsel hurting 
souls  from scripture. It was  this  that led him to recommend 
the reading of Jay AdamsÕ Competent to Counsel as  he 
thought it was  speciÞcally an area in the church that I 
needed to be trained.!

As  we sat in a Starbucks  there in North Dallas  and I 
looked down at the book, I thought to myself just how 
familiar that name Jay Adams  looked. After contacting a few 
family members  I conÞrmed that this  Jay Adams  who had 
begun writing books  about a form of counseling called, 
ÒNouthetic CounselingÓ was indeed my great uncle. Both 
my elder and I were bafßed at this  discovery. I called Uncle 
Jay that afternoon and told him all that the Lord had done 
and asked his  advice on how to become better equipped to 
preach/counsel from scripture. Without any hesitation he 
said that I must go to The MasterÕs College but to  be alert 
and not fall into any of their Òdispensationalism nonsense.Ó 
We have kept in touch via Skype and visits  once or twice a 
year since then. It was  in my relationship with him that I 
began to see f rom scr ip ture that indeed th is 
dispensationalism was something I could not embrace.!

By GodÕs  providence , my dear brother Paul Ruchtie 
had come to transition from dispensationalism to see the 
truth of Covenant Theology right around the same time. 
After further study on the meaning and mode of baptism, 
Paul and I both needed no further evidence to show that we 
needed to  be at a Reformed & Presbyterian Church. Paul 
and Pastor Nathan met one another on The Puritan Board 
when Paul had asked around for good RP churches  in the 
LA area.!

We began coming to 
RPCLA in January of this 
year and do not ever want 
to leave.!

Very quickly I was 
shown such hospitality 
and love in this  church 
that showed me ChristÕs 
love in ways  I literally 
never had. I continue to 
pray that the Lord would 
use me to bless  and serve 
this  church and never 
cease thanking Him for 
calling me to such a 
h e av e n l y f a m i l y o f 
believers.!

A New Member’s Testimony 
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Wisdom and Love for 
Christ’s Church

After the speaker, Dr. Troup, was 
done with his  lecture each day he 
would send us  into groups. All of the 
high school kids were separated from 
the adults, but we would have the 
same task of reading Proverbs. We 
would skim though ten chapters 
looking for words like hear, see, and 
so forth. One day we were instructed 
to look for the word wisdom. There 
were many verses  about being wise. !
Some were about listening to older 
people and so forth, but many times 
wisdom came with the word love in 
the same sentence. What I learned 
was  to be slow to anger and fast to 
love.!!
Another verse was  when someone 
does something that hurts  you, you 
should react with love and not anger. 
I believe that everyone struggles with 
this: your human reaction to someone 
hurting you. The gut reaction is to 
hurt them back to make them feel the 

way you do. I never would have 
thought one way to be wise is to love.
While at camp, Dr. Troup also 

wanted us  to memorize verses. In one 
of the verses, it said someone that 
says  they love God, but hates their 
brother, does not love God because if!
they hate their brother, who they can 
see, how can they love someone 

they!canÕt see (God). When I hear this 
I think of Bill Aiken because he loved 
his  brother even though his brother 
was  not a believer. He was  an 
example to me of somebody who 
truly loved his  brother and 
therefore, demonstrated his  love for 
God. I know this because I 
remember what Mr. Aiken said to 
Pastor Nathan. He told him that 
when he got to heaven he was  going 
to ask God to save his  brother. This 
one really struck me when we read 
it because itÕs  something you might 
want to push out of your mind 
because itÔs hard to deal with, but 
itÕs something you shouldnÕt push 
out of your mind. It is! difÞcult to 
love others, but if we love God, we 

should be striving to do it anyways.

                       -Nate Navarrete 
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“It’s difficult to 
love others, but 
if we love God, 
we should be 
striving to do it 
anyways.” 

  The Family of God

While at camp the Lord opened my eyes to a family that I 
never really realized I had. Before camp, I had the 
simplistic idea that my family consisted of the people that 
I lived with day in and day out: Erik, Heather, Nathaniel, 
Clark and Grant. When I arrived at camp, I viewed the 
experience as a bunch of families united under the same 
set of religious  beliefs, coming together to learn more 
about God and having a good time. Over the course of 
that week I made new friends and created stronger bonds 
with people I had already considered as my friends. It 
wasnÕt until the last campÞre that I realized that my pre-
conceived idea of  the conference was totally wrong.!
As I sat there and looked around at the multitude of 
people, the way that I viewed everyone started changing.!

No longer did I see them as the Paul Family from Fresno, 
the Buck Family from Seattle, or the Ashleigh Family 
from L.A.; but I started viewing them as  MY family. I had 
a family in Christ and I felt safe. That night I realized that 
the sisters  I had always  longed for could be found in the 
new friendships  that I formed with Kaylee, Ariel, Mim, 
Evelyn, Robina, Pheobe, Samantha, and Hannah. 
Instead of three brothers, I now had more. Instead of two 
parents, I walked away with many. I had more people 
who loved me and cared about me and wanted what was 
best for me than I ever thought I had. That night my view 
changed. Conference, I realized, was  the coming together 
of a whole family, untied by the love of one Father. -
Kaylee Navarrete

Many of the young people from the LA Church attended the Summer Presbytery Conference this year. 
There has been plenty of discussion about what the Lord Jesus taught them during the lectures, fellowship, 
and prayer times at Conference. Below are two testimonies from our young people on what God has been 
teaching them. 
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Presbytery News: 100 Years in 2011! 

The PaciÞc Coast Presbytery will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary in June of 2011. The 1911 Minutes of Synod 
record, "Paper number (3) is  a petition of the session of 
the Seattle congregation for the organization of a new 
Presbytery consisting of the congregations and mission 
stations on the PaciÞc Coast. We recommend that such a 
presbytery be organized and that it be called the 
Presbytery of the PaciÞc Coast, that the boundary 
between it and the Colorado Presbytery be the Colorado 
River, the Wahsatch mountains  and the Rocky mountains 
to the borders  of the British possessions, thence east 
along that border to the western border of Ontario 
taking in all the British possessions  west of Ontario; all 
the country in the United States  and Canada lying to the 
west to be under the jurisdiction of this  Presbytery; that 
the ministers  and elders  present here included in these 
bounds  be directed to meet in this  place before the Þnal 
adjournment of  this Court and to organize said!

presbytery and that PJ McDonald act as  moderator and 
constitute that court."!
As the Presbytery begins plans to celebrate this  special 
anniversary, we would ask that you remember the work of 
the RPCNA on the West Coast. It is our desire to be able 
to plant Christ-centered churches in the growing cities  up 
and down the coast. The Lord Jesus  promised to build 
His  Church and we believe this promise. Please pray that 
God would open doors of ministry opportunity; raise up 
Gospel preachers from among our covenant youth; and 
that RPCNA Church planters  would a heart for the West 
Coast.!
To see a copy of the original petition to organize the 
PaciÞc Coast Presbytery go here:!

h t tp : / / 2 .bp.b logspo t . com/_z5DGRd8yZ8w/
TGYH2GbRaYI/AAAAAAAACBE/gDySCIeIDkc/
s1600/Scan.jpeg

Urgent Needs in Our Buildings 

The Los  Angeles Congregation has  experienced 
many blessings  from God over the past several 
months for which we are greatly pleased. There 
have also been some Òdark providencesÓ in the 
life of our ministry of late, and the Session and 
Deaconate would like to make known these 
needs.!
Recently we had a termite inspector come 
through our building because of evidence of an 
infestation. Upon inspection, it was noted that we 
have a major termite infestation that goes beyond 
a few areas  of our building. Our trusty old 
building is being eaten from the inside out!!
The estimate to have the termites removed 
exceeds  $7000; and the work must be done by 
the end of this  year. California laws are changing 
in 2011 and this  could cause prices  to increase by 
33%. The need is now!!
The other matter of urgency is  for some 
electrical updating in our lovely 1920Õs manse. 
The cost here has been estimated at $800.!

Friends, the reason that we bring these needs 
before the supporters  and members of our 
ministry is  two-fold: One, we are pray for the 
needs of one-another. We ask that you pray that 
the Lord Jesus would supply all of our needs 
according to his  riches  in Christ Jesus. The 
second reason comes from the Apostle James. He 
says  that Òwe have not because we ask not.Ó We 
are asking you to search your hearts  and see if 
this  is something that God would have you to 
assist with Þnancially. Of course, this  is  not as 
glorious as missions, church planting, or Gospel 
preaching, but our building is  a vital aspect of 
our ministry to the City of Los  Angeles. Would 
you consider making a Þnancial donation 
towards  these repairs? If the Lord leads  you to 
support us  in this  way you can mark your check 
Òbuilding repairsÓ and the Deacons  will send you 
a receipt for your 2011 taxes. We thank you so 
much for your prayers and your Þnancial help.!

  Los Angeles Reformed Presbyterian Church 
3557 Fletcher Drive:: Los Angeles, California, 90065

If  you would like to receive this periodical in PDF format for no cost: email n.p.eshelman@gmail.com and 
write ÔAngelosÕ in the subject line. To give a Þnancial contribution, please use the above address. 
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